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Theological writers theorize that the beast in Daniel’s vision relates to the coming of an antichrist in the 
latter days that is to arise out of a revived Roman Empire. His visions are also said to corelate to verses in 
the book of Revelation. Daniel's dream recorded in the seventh chapter, is interpreted as a continuation of 
the prophecy given in chapter two. This paper will examine these theories. From Bill Wentrom’s 
explanations we read: 


Daniel 7:1 records that during the first year of Belshazzar’s co-regency with his father in 553 
B.C. Daniel received prophetic revelation from God in a dream, which the rest of the 
chapter...parallels the prophetic revelation that God gave Nebuchadnezzar as recorded in 
Daniel chapter 2.! 


Wenstrom continues: 


These four beasts in chapter seven correspond to the enormous gold statue of a man in 
Nebuchadnezzar 8 vision recorded in chapter two.? 


In his best seller, The Late Great Planet Earth, Hal Lindsey writes: 


Where in prophecy do we find a prediction about the revival of Rome? Daniel had a dream, 
and in this dream he saw four great beasts come up out of the sea. The first beast was like a 
lion, but had eagle's wings. The second was like a bear, the third beast was like a leopard, 
but had four heads. The fourth animal was "dreadful and terrible" — it had iron teeth and ten 


horns.3 
Lindsey also equates the passage in Daniel chapter 7 (vs 3) to be the 
same as the description given in chapter two. Daniel chapter two 
4 — . ee describes the image of a man: head of gold, arms and breast of silver, 
of Babylon i belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron and feet of iron and clay. 
(verses 36-38) Daniel explains to Nebuchadnezzar that he is the head of gold and 
ote arms after him shall arise another kingdom, however, this kingdom would 


be inferior to his. Historically this kingdom, represented by arms and 
breast of silver, is the Median-Persian Empire, although in name no 
such empire existed as they formed one great power. The third 
empire depicted as the belly and thighs of brass overthrew the 
Persian Empire. This empire was the Greek Empire led by Alexander 
the Great. Upon his death, (323 BC) the empire was divided between 
his four generals and in 63 BC, the Greek Empire was conquered by 
Rome. The fourth kingdom, depicted by the legs of iron is Rome and 
the feet of iron and clay, a revived Roman Empire. There is no 
mention in chapter two of a lion, bear, leopard, and a terrible beast. 
These animals are simply theorized to represent the four world 
empires as given in chapter two. 


Media-Persia 
(verse 32) 


Belly of Bronze 
Greece 
(Daniel 2:39; 8:21-22) 


Legs of Iron 
Rome 
(verse 40) 


Feet and toes 
Strong and weak 
governments of 
the Endtimes 
(verses 41-43) 
Chapter two of the book of Daniel does provide a tremendous 
historical summary of those empires that would arise in the world after Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon. 
The Persian Empire as pictured in chapter two is again shown in chapter eight as a Two-Horned Ram, 
showing it to be a coalition between the Medes and Persians. One horn was higher than the other showing 


that the Persians had become dominant. 


I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the river. It had two 
horns; and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one 
came up last.4 


The origin of the Medes remains rather obscure. History records that Shalmaneser III traveled in an area 
known as Parsua where numerous chieftain-kings ruled over a people known as Amadai or Medes. The 
first capital was at Ecbatana under the leadership of Deioces around 709 BC. They were a threat to the 
power of Assyria, and under Cyaxares, Nineveh was destroyed. The empire under Cyaxares included 
Assyria, Media, and Persia. It did not last long and provided no substantial contribution to civilization 
other than to pave the way for the great empire of Persia. Under Cyaxares' son, Astyages, the empire 
began to crumble becoming slaves to the wealth they had achieved. It was Cyrus, then a young ruler of 
the Median dependency of Anshan in Persia, who rebelled against Ecbatana, and by one engagement 
Media ceased to be the master of Persia. Cyrus was the king of Media and Persia from 555 to 529 BC and 
the great Persian Empire under King Cyrus was created with the taking of Babylon in 539. The higher one 
did indeed come last. 


Darius III (338-330 BC) was the last King of Persia, his empire lasting hardly a century. Violence and 
negligence on the throne accompanied by the immorality and apathy of the people led to the degeneration 
of the empire and in 330 Alexander defeated Darius at the Battle of Arbela, thus making the Near East a 
part of his empire. 


The Greek Empire depicted by Daniel as the belly and thighs of brass was divided among four generals 
after the death of Alexander in 323. Macedonia and Greece were given to Antipator, Asia Minor was 
given to Antigonus I while Seleucus I ruled Babylonia and Ptolemy ruled Egypt. 


The feet of the statue (including the ten toes apparently) is explained as representing an empire that has 
not yet appeared. 


In fact, the Scriptures teach that it will be a revived form of the Roman Empire, which will be 
composed of a ten-nation confederacy which can be described as a United States of Europe.> 


He does not state specifically that this refers to the European Union (European Common Market) but it is 
most likely what he is referring to. Hal Lindsey writes: 


We believe that the Common Market and the trend toward unification of Europe may well be 
the beginning of the ten-nation confederacy predicted by Daniel and the Book of Revelation. 


Today, the European Union, consists of 27 member nations. This would mean that 17 more nations would 
have to leave the union as did Great Britain in 2020 to fulfill the prophecy of the “ten horns.” 


The ten horns mentioned in Daniel 7:24 were ten kingdoms, out of which one horn will arise 
who will destroy three of the other kingdoms and lead the other seven and persecute believers 
in Jesus Christ. Daniel 7:26 says that his one horn called the “little horn” will be destroyed 
by God...Daniel 9:26 indicates that this little horn will be a Roman dictator as indicated by 
the phrase “the people of the prince who is to come...” “The prince” refers to the little horn, 
i.e., the Antichrist indicating that the Antichrist will be Roman. This verse teaches that he will 
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come to power after 483 prophetic years, which ended with the death of Christ on the cross.’ 


We have noted that the “ten kingdoms,” or the European Union now comprises 27 nations. The 483 
prophetic years of the 490-year prophecy for the coming of Jesus the Christ would only bring us to the 
year 27 AD. This was the year John the Baptist began his ministry. Jesus was not crucified until the year 
34 AD. Jesus was the suffering Messiah, the sacrificial Lamb and in the middle of the week or the year 30 
AD, he was baptized by John, thus ending the ritual sacrifice of an animal for the sins of the people. 


Regarding the ten kingdoms, Lindsey writes that “after those ten nations arise out of the cultural 
inheritance of the Ancient Roman Empire, another king shall rise “diverse from the first... When he [the 
antichrist] comes to power, he will subdue three of these kings or nations. Seven of them, however, will 
give him authority willingly.” Since the “ten horns” cannot refer to a revived Roman Empire nor the 483 
years be a reference to an antichrist, what then do these ten horns represent? 


70 Weeks of Years 


490 Years 
7 WEEKS 62 WEEKS WEEK OF THE COVENANT 
49 years 434 years — an interim period 3 1/2 years 3 1/2 years 
Rebuild Jerusalem From the rebuilding to the last week Last | Week 
Order of Artexerxes (49 + 434 = 483 years) a mee sori 
457 BC John the Baptist Jesus Crucifixion 


Daniels’s vision of the statue in chapter two mentions the two feet, one of iron and one of clay. This 
represents Islam. The feet of iron refer to the Shi’a and the foot of clay refers to the Sunni. These are the 
two main sects of Islam that came about after the passing of Muhammad. Circumstances after the passing 
of Muhammad play a vital role in the development of the Islamic State, leading to Empire, and more 
importantly, to the spiritual descendancy as designated by Muhammad. The people of Islam have 
erroneously concluded there would be no other messenger from God after Muhammad due to Muhammad 
referring to himself as the "Seal of the Prophets." 9 When Muhammad died in 632, it brought about great 
consternation among the people and it was realized at once they would have to choose another successor. 


Muslims believe the teachings of Muhammad would remain forever, claiming he was the Universal 
Messenger who would unite all of humanity under one God. The Revelation of Muhammad was not 
universal, as it was directed specifically to the Arabian people. Muhammad's claim as the "Seal of the 
Prophets" was to inform the people that his Revelation closed the age of prophecy and with the 
appearance of the next Manifestation, the door to the age of fulfillment would commence. 


Muhammad's wife Khadija bore him some daughters, one of whom was Fatima, and two sons who died in 
infancy. Another son born to him by his Coptic wife, Mariya, also died. To console his grief after the 
death of his first two sons, Muhammad adopted 'Ali, the orphaned son of his paternal uncle, Abu Talib, 
and later the husband of Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad. 


It was well known at the time Muhammad intended ‘Ali to be his successor. Upon returning home from 
his last pilgrimage, Muhammad declared orally to his followers that ‘Ali was their master. This was not 
the only time Muhammad declared ‘Ali to be his successor. When ‘Ali was only ten years old, 
Muhammad had invited his immediate family to Islam and asked of them: 


Which of you will help me in this, and be my brother, mine executor and my successor 
amongst you? All remained silent, except for the youthful ‘Ali who spoke up: “Oh Prophet of 
God, I will be thy helper in this.” The Prophet then place his hand on ‘Ali's neck and said, 
“This is my brother, mine executor and my successor amongst you. Hearken unto him and 
obey him. ”!9 


Upon his deathbed, Muhammad requested pen and paper to have what he had orally declared written and 
witnessed on paper. 


When he became ill and was bed-ridden, His closest and most stalwart supporters were in 
His room. He asked for paper and pen to dictate that which would keep them united. "The 
man is in delirium," said one of them; "sufficient to us is the Book of God." 1! 


Pen and paper were not provided, and Muhammad passed away before he could dictate that which would 
keep unity among the people. Immediately after his death, heated discussion took place to determine who 
would succeed the Prophet according to the rules of the tribes. 'Umar, during a pause in the discussions, 
paid Abu Bakr homage by grasping his hand as was the custom when a pact was concluded. This pact, a 
type of coup d'etat, was agreed upon by three men: Abu Bakr, 'Umar ibn-al-Khattab, and Abu 'Ubaida. 


With the appointment of Abu Bakr. the Caliphate was founded from which arose what is known as Sunni 
Islam. The Caliphate held less regard for the spiritual succession of Muhammad, insisting that the Caliph, 
as a defender of the faith, owed his appointment to the choice and approval of the people. It was a 
political institution supported by a large military. The Arabs had, while Muhammad was alive, recognized 
his authority, however, upon the usurpation of the true successorship, they no longer had any intention of 
remaining subject to Medina or paying a tithe to a caliph. This revolt was known as al-ridda, or the 
apostasy, and although it was religious in nature, history erroneously records it as being mainly political. 


As the head of a region, Abu Bakr possessed full executive powers and an army to support him. Based 
upon this, numerous pages have been written in relation to Islam's alarming political and military 
expansion outside the borders of Arabia. It is said that "Umar was the real power behind the throne, and 
upon Abu Bakr's death succeeded him without serious opposition. Nearing his death and concerned about 
who would succeed him, 'Umar established a board of six electors, thus reinstituting the ancient Arabian 
idea of a tribal chief and further, had now triumphed over that of a hereditary monarch. Although the 
Caliphate claimed to be the secular and religious head of Islam and was a driving force in the 
establishment of an empire it remained diametrically opposed to the Imams which were regarded among 
the Shi'a as the legitimate and divinely ordained successors of Muhammad. 


It was now the duty, following the death of 'Umar, that one should be chosen from among the six electors 
to succeed him. The inhabitants of Medina no longer had any share in the election of the head of state. 
There were two who were considered the most favorite, 'Uthman, an Umayyad and 'Ali, the adopted son 
and rightful successor of Muhammad. 'Uthman was chosen over 'Ali. 


During 'Uthman's reign as Caliph, he was accused of favoritism, nepotism and other various abuses. He 
was also charged with introducing into the Muslim rites certain reprehensible innovations that had no 
justification within the Qur'an or practices of Muhammad. Opposition increased in numbers, with 'Ali as 
one of its leading members. 'Uthman was murdered in 656 AD by some rioters who had broken into his 


house. With his death, 'Ali was chosen as the next head of state to whom most all the notables then in 
Medina paid homage. Not all were pleased with this choice and open rebellion against 'Ali first began 
with Talha, al-Zubayr, and A'isha, Muhammad's widow. 'Ali was able to defeat them near Basra in what 
has become known in history as the Battle of the Camel. Mu'awiya, governor of Syria and a relative of 
'Uthman, demanded that the murderers of ‘Umar should be handed over to him. There now existed two 
successors in the eyes of the populace, 'Ali and Mu'awiya. In January 661 AD, 'Ali was murdered at the 
hands of a Kharijite, Ibn Muljam, whereupon Mu'awiya, having persuaded 'Ali's son, al Hasan, to forgo 
his claim to the throne, was recognized as caliph by the Muslims. Mu'awiya was the son of Abu Sufyan, 
chief of the Umayyad Dynasty who, in 616 AD, was the emir or mayor of Mecca and the chief persecutor 
of Muhammad. It was because of Abu Sufyan that Muhammad had to flee Mecca and go to Medina. 
During the reign of the Umayyad dynasty, ‘Ali, his family and descendants were oppressed and ‘Ali was 
cursed from the pulpits of the mosques. 


There is no connection between the descriptions given in chapter two and chapter seven. Chapter two is a 
description of the Babylonian Empire, the Persian Empire, Greece, Rome, and the feet, Islam. We now 
need to look at the vision in chapter seven. 


In chapter seven Daniel sees four beasts: a lion with eagle’s wings, a bear, a leopard with four wings of a 
bird and then a fourth beast. 


And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. The first was like a 
lion and had eagle's wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up 
from the ground and made to stand as two feet like a man; and the mind of a man was given 
to it. And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side; it had 
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, “Arise, devour much flesh. After this 
I looked, and lo, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back; and the beast 
had four heads; and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, a fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and exceedingly strong; and it had great iron 
teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with it feet. It was different 
from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and 
behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first 
horns were plucked up by the roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, 
and a mouth speaking great things.!? 


We will first look at the fourth beast that had ten horns. Wenstrom attempts to relate this beast with 
Rome. “As we noted in Daniel 7:7, this fourth beast represents the Roman Empire since it corresponds 
to the legs of iron in the image that appeared in Nebuchanezzar 5 dream in Daniel chapter two.’’!3 Then 
there is a little horn before which three of the horns are plucked up and it had eyes like a man and a 
mouth speaking great things. Wenstrom explains these ten horns are the same as the ten toes of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image that will be a revived Roman empire “that will consist of a ten-nation 
confederation during Daniel's Seventieth Week. ’'!4 


It cannot be stated enough that the last week or week of the Covenant of Daniel’s 490-year prophecy is 
for the coming of Jesus of Nazareth as the Suffering Messiah. This last week does not pertain to a 
tribulation period nor to the appearance of an antichrist. “The prince who is to come” (Dan. 9:26,27) 
refers to Jesus as he was a prince, a descendant of David. 


We have noted that the feet of the image are related to two sects of Islam. The “little horn” is a reference 
to Mu’awiya who completed perverted the teachings of Muhammad. He was a member of the bani- 
Umayyad tribe that had, from the very beginning, opposed Muhammad. The three horns that came 
before him represent the first three caliphs; Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and ‘Uthman. The “ten horns’ represent 
ten Umayyad kings who ruled over Islam. Abu Sufian who became emir or mayor of Mecca in 616 AD 
was the first. He was the chief of the Umayyad Dynasty. In verse two of the thirteenth chapter of 
Revelation it states: “And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear 8, and its 
mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority.”’ 
The “dragon” in this verse refers to Islam. “This calls for wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon 
the number of the beast, for it is a human number, its number is six hundred and sixty-six” (Rev.13:18). 
In the revised standard version, there is a footnote G that states: “other ancient authorities read six 
hundred and sixteen.” Abu Sufian was the chief persecutor of Muhammad and his son Mu’awiya 
brought the dragon into existence completely corrupting the Islamic faith. The correct number of the 
beast is therefore 616 as that was the time it came into existence. The remaining ten kings are Mu’awiya 
I, Yazid I, Marwan I, ‘Abd al-Malik, al-walid I, Suleyman, ‘Umar II, Hisham, and Ibrahim. Some names 
of these kings were reused such as Yazid IJ and Mu’awiya II but there are only ten without repetition. 


Within the various descriptions of beasts given in Daniel, there is no mention of an antichrist among any 
of them and yet theological writers invariably interpret these chapters to reveal the time of a revived 
Roman Empire and an antichrist. Scripture clearly shows that the antichrist was already in existence at the 
time of the Apostles. 


Children it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 
antichrists have come; therefore we know that it is the last hour. 15 


Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are of God; for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God; every 
spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit 
which does not confess Jesus is not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist which you heard 
that it was coming, and now it is in the world already.!6 


Simon Magus, around the years 54 to 60 AD, introduced one of the most corrupted and controversial 
doctrines. He postulated the ancient trinitarian cults of Isis-Osiris-Horus in Egypt, Cybele-Attis from 
Phyrgia and the mystery of Mithras in Persia. The reverence of a "Virgin Mother and Child" had 
permeated all these religions and while the names varied in language from region to region, the doctrines 
remained unchanged. Ultimately, the followers of these religions would change the names of the 
Madonna and child to that of Mary and Jesus!7 and embrace Christianity with such teaching leading to the 
development and worship of a mythical Jesus. 


During the time of Simon, Christianity was struggling to emerge from a Jewish environment. From 
outside this "Jewish sect" there arose the corruption and influences of Simon Magus and other heretical 
sects. 


These influences from outside [of Judaism] included...elements of magic and popular 
mysticism widespread among the masses.... The founder of Gnosticism was a Samaritan from 
the village of Gitta, Simon Magus, who preached in the mid-first century AD./8 


Gnosticism appeared in a variety of forms and literature flowed from those who supported it and those 
who were opposed. Both John and Paul wrote concerning these Gnostics, whom John calls antichrist. 
Paul writes to the church in Corinth saying: 


But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth 
another Jesus, who we have not preached or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted..../9 


The term antichrist is derived from the Greek prefix, anti, meaning to be "against, instead of, or in place 
of." The word Christ is the Anglicized form of the Greek Christos, translated from the Hebrew, messiah, 
specifically Messiah ben David, meaning one who is of the house or lineage of David. The criterion is 
firmly established that for one to be the Messiah they must be of the descendancy of David through the 
seed (sperma in Greek). "Concerning his Son, Jesus Christ, which was made of the seed [sperma] of 
David according to the flesh...." 2° 


Among his Gentile converts Paul soon met doctrinal tendencies of which he did not approve 
and which called for delicate but firm correction. At Corinth a spiritual aristocracy were 
inclined to pride themselves on the possession of profounder wisdom and deeper mystical 
experiences than their brethren or even than the apostle himself.?! 


This spiritual aristocracy at Corinth was in fact the newly formed clergy-class who declared another 
gospel to the people, known for centuries among the people of Babylon, Greece, and Rome, a mythical 
resurrected god-man. 


As Christianity emerged from this Jewish environment it was confronted with Greek philosophy. During 
the earlier formation of the Church the leaders were of a Jewish Christian background who believed that 
God was One Being without any division. As Christianity began to spread the leaders of the Church were 
Gentiles who had been educated within the Greek philosophies. As they read the Hebrew Scriptures, they 
began to formulate Greek philosophical meaning to the writings. Although its influence on later 
Christianity was rather minute, Philo of Alexandria (@20 BC-50 AD) created one of the first attempts to 
reconcile Hebrew Scriptures with Greek philosophy. He replaced the Demiurge (an intermediary god in 
Greek philosophy) of Plato, giving the title of "god" to the Logos, thus making the Logos both the actual 
creator and the intermediary between God and the world. This was a very Gnostic approach, and it would 
influence later Logos Christology theologians like Origen and Tertullian who early on shaped the 
theology of the Catholic or Orthodox Church. 


This term as first applied to Christianity originally had the meaning of "universal" used by Ignatius of 
Antioch (35-107 AD). The writings of Ignatius argued for the divinity of Christ and the incarnation. This 
usage held until around the middle of the second century when it came to be applied to a singular 
institution and thus became united in its struggle against those it considered heretical. It developed a 
system of doctrine declaring that it followed the apostolic tradition, created an ecclesiastical organization, 
and developed an "authoritative" collection of New Testament books. The Catholic Church was in essence 
another sect of Christianity. While there were other numerous sects at the time, the Christian populace 
leaned towards the Catholic tradition and with its newfound organization set out to extinguish all those 
who did not agree with the Church of Rome. One of the first to deal with "heresy" was Irenaeus who in or 
around 185 wrote his Against the Heresies. This was primarily a defense against Gnosticism but also 
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included his own theology. He sees the Roman Church as having been founded by Paul and Peter saying 
that every church must therefore agree with the Church of Rome. He viewed Christ as being the incarnate 
Logos, having had no beginning. Within the formation of the Catholic church, we note the development 
of the trinitarian position. A trinitarian formula was frequently in use by the end of the first and beginning 
of the second century. 


The greatest struggle during the first and second century centered around the controversy pertaining to the 
person, nature, and work of Jesus the Christ. The arguments were addressed to the relationship of the 
human and divine natures in Christ as well as to his relationship to the "Father" and the "Holy Spirit." The 
first serious attempt was made to adjust the fact and truth of the gospels and the relation of orthodox 
doctrine to reason and philosophy during the second century. 


Trinitarian formulae had crept into Christian teachings during the latter part of the first century although 
its doctrine could be traced as far back as ancient Babylon. During the time of the Apostles, there had 
been no mention of a trinity and there was little organization, but with the question of the nature of Christ 
being argued and numerous philosophical sects emerging, organization was essential if the "apostolic 
traditions" were to be saved. 


The greatest controversial question that arose during the early formation of the Church was whether Jesus 
was an incarnate God as well as human. Many sects believed him to be identical with the one invisible 
God while others believed him to be a second god. The very nature of the arguments presented was 
forcing coercion between the Church and state — a system greatly different from any that had previously 
existed. 


Faced with the hostility of a powerful government, the Church felt the need of unity; it could 
not safely allow itself to be divided into a hundred feeble parts by every wing of intellect, by 
disloyal heretics, ecstatic prophets or brilliant sons. Celsus himself had sarcastically 
observed the Christians were "split up into ever so many factions, each individual desiring to 
have his own party". About 187 Irenaeus listed twenty varieties of Christianity; about 384 
Epiphanius counted eighty. At every point foreign ideas were creeping into Christian belief, 
and Christian believers were deserting to novel sects...it must now define its terms and 
proclaim the conditions of its membership. Three difficult steps were necessary; the formation 
of scriptural canon, the determination of doctrine, and the organization of authority.?? 


The issue pertaining to the nature and person of Jesus the Christ gradually developed from what is known 
as Logos Christology. Uniformity in doctrine was essential. It was the thread that would bind the 
Christian faith enabling it to withstand the onslaught of what it perceived as being “heretical” sects. It was 
aided, not only in the fact that its doctrine reached far back in antiquity, but also to the collapse of Jewish 
Christian leadership and the decline of any substantial influence within Asia Minor. Thus Rome, by the 
year 200 AD, was left as the most eminent center of Christianity. 


Logos Christology is not a Greek philosophy. It is a result of Greek philosophy. Philo of Alexandria, 
Egypt, an area of tremendous Gnostic influence, laid the foundation when he gave the title of "god" to the 
Logos. While the doctrine of the trinity had not been fully worked out, we find concepts of the trinity 
within many of the early writings expounding on the Logos Christology. Irenaeus believed that the Word 
was the will and reason of God, thus the Word is God. As John spoke of Jesus as being the Word, the 
conclusion was that Jesus was God although Irenaeus himself never mentions the Spirit as a separate 
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member of a triune god. It is interesting to note that the majority of those who held to the concept of a 
triune god were all from the same period and all held to some form of the Logos Christology, the 
forerunner to Athanasian Trinitarianism. It was a period of intense competing theologies mostly between 
Catholicism (Orthodox), Sabellianism and Arianism. One of the most influential works in defense of the 
Logos Christology was written by Tertullian (@160-220 AD) in his Against Praxeas. Curiously, Tertullian 
was a Montanist while at the same time a defender of the Logos Christology. Within his work, he defines 
the Godhead in terms that almost anticipate the Nicene decision of nearly a century later. 


All are one, by unity of substance; while the mystery of the dispensation is still guarded 
which distributes the unity into a Trinity, placing in their order the three, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit; three, however...not in substance but in form; not in power but in 
appearance, for they are of one substance and one essence and one power, inasmuch as He is 
one God from whom these degrees and forms and aspects are reckoned under the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.?3 


Tertullian sees the difficulty and writes "the majority of believers are startled at the dispensation of the 
three in one, on the ground that their very rule of faith withdraws them from the world's plurality of gods 
to the one only true God." *4 Tertullian is often seen as one who was betrayed into inconsistencies that are 
apparent within his writings. He viewed God as being one and admitted that there were three 
manifestations of the godhead rather than three personalities. He was the first to apply the word "Trinity" 
to the godhead and yet he is not considered a Trinitarian and at times did not seem in agreement with the 
Logos Christology. He is considered, however, to have been influential in providing further clarity to the 
Logos Christology. His Against Praxeas gave clear definitions of a trinity in three persons and a 
distinction between the divine and human in Christ. 


Novatian (@200-258) wrote a treatise on the trinity, De trinitate, between 240 and 250 that shows how 
completely the Logos Christology had permeated Western Christendom. Within it, he relates that between 
Father and Son a “communion of substance exists," 25 providing the Latin equivalent to the later Nicene 
Homoousion. Although his work was more an expansion of Tertullian's views, he emphasized that Christ 
was fully God and equally fully man.26 The Western portion of the empire, by the fourth century, due in 
part to the writings of Tertullian and Novatian, achieved an agreement regarding the unity of substance 
between Christ and the Father, a redefined Logos Christology. 


While the West had achieved a practical agreement regarding the unity of substance between Christ and 
the Father, the East remained divided. The controversy that would vastly alter Christological philosophy 
and ultimately the formation of nations, arose in Alexandria, Egypt around 318 AD. It began as a dispute 
between Arius and his bishop, Alexander; Arius emphasizing the unity and self-contained or infinite 
existence of God — "The Son has a beginning, but God is without beginning." 27 He held to and 
represented the teaching that Jesus Christ was a created being, in no way one with the Father in essence or 
eternity; instead, he was the receiver of the Logos within the human body, the mediator between God 
and man. Bishop Alexander, although his position within history remains somewhat obscure, held that 
the Son was eternal, like in essence to the Father and wholly uncreated. The controversy had begun as a 
local matter; however, the argument was to dominate imperial, ecclesiastical, and civic policies for more 
than 200 years. In 320 or 321 Alexander held a synod in Alexandria condemning Arius and his followers, 
the result being a severe threat to the unity, not only of the Church, but of the empire as well, an empire 
that had only recently been united under one emperor. The question of the consubstantiality as against the 
mere similarity of the Son and the Father was to the Church, not only vital theologically but politically. 
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To consolidate Christian support within all the provinces, Constantine and Licinius, Emperor of the East, 
met in Milan in 313 AD and together issued the Edict of Milan, confirming religious toleration as 
proclaimed by Galerius extending it to include all religions. The restoration of the Christian properties 
seized in the recent persecutions was ordered, and for a time at least, the empire was at peace. This was 
short lived, for in 314 AD, Constantine invaded Pannonia, defeated Licinius, who in turn sought revenge 
upon Constantine's Christian supporters by renewing the persecutions in Asia and Egypt. Constantine and 
Licinius met in battle, first at Adrianople and then Chrysopolis. Licinius surrendered and Constantine 
became sole emperor in 323 AD. He recalled the Christian exiles and publicly declaring himself to be a 
Christian, inviting his subjects to do likewise. History records that this latter move was due more to 
political wisdom then to any real sincere belief. Constantine seemed to care little "for the theological 
differences that agitated Christendom —though he was willing to suppress dissent in the interests of 
imperial unity." 28 One cannot fully determine where Constantine stood in relation to Christianity. He 
lived in a difficult time, had a strong desire to see a united empire and sought with whatever means to 
achieve that end. That he favored religious toleration is seen within the Edict of Milan, however, his favor 
towards the Christian faith was a gradual process. He proclaimed that the God of the Christians had 
fought for him at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge, while he still dutifully carried out the ceremony 
required of him as Pontifex Maximus, a traditional cult, of which more shall be discussed later. He 
restored pagan temples and used pagan rites as well as Christian in his dedication of Constantinople. As 
his power grew and he felt more secure, Constantine favored Christianity more openly and in doing so 
realized the fierce dissentions of the theologians of that day, which if unchecked, would divide his empire 
into so many little fragments. "Jf Christianity was to be a uniting factor in the empire, the Church must be 
one." 29 


During the interval between the Decian and Diocletian persecutions, the Orthodox Church had become 
the richest religious organization within the empire. Many were beginning to complain that instead of the 
world turning to Christianity, Christianity turned to the world, and “displayed the natural paganism of 
mankind." 


Cyprian complained that his parishioners were mad about money, that Christian women 
painted their faces, that bishops held lucrative offices of state, made fortunes, lent money at 
usurious interest, and denied their faith at the first sign of danger.39 


Much to the dismay of Constantine, a mixed and argumentative Christianity filled his empire. His attempt 
to bring about unity in North Africa between the Donatists and Catholic clergy at the Council of Arles in 
314 AD ended in an unheralded display of Christians persecuting Christians, and in 321, he abandoned 
any use of force against these schismatics. Constantine would confront a greater disruption to his empire 
than the Donatist, and while its immediate result remained an issue of tremendous controversy, its 
revision in a later century became the foundation of theological doctrine that exists to this very day. 


If Christ were not God, the whole structure of Christian doctrine would begin to crack; and if 
division were permitted on this question chaos of belief might destroy the unity and authority 
of the church and therefore its value as an aide to the state.3! 


The controversy over the nature of Christ spread into the Eastern Empire around the same time that 
Constantine eliminated his last rival. He prepared to take possession of this portion of his empire, and, 
having declared himself a Christian, expected to be embraced by the Eastern Christian Church. What he 
found was a raging conflict. In an effort to end the controversy between Arius and the Church of Rome, 
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Constantine called the first universal or ecumenical council of the Church, held at Nicaea in May of 325 
AD. According to Durant “Not less than 318 Bishops came," 3? mostly from the eastern provinces. Robert 
Payne relates that those who attended represented various traditions of Christianity, men riddled with 
heresies, others who appeared saintly as well as old hermits.33 The atmosphere of the council was a heated 
one and while Arius rose to speak Nicholas of Myra struck him in the face. Many ran out, fingers thrust in 
their ears, horrified at the old man's supposed heresies. History remains silent as to what Constantine may 
have felt of the arguments and violence. He was not schooled in the Greek language and showed even less 
understanding of the theological question. It is commonly held by most historians that it was Hosius of 
Cordova who presided over the council. Hosius had carried the letter from Constantine to Arius and 
Alexander in his attempt to end their quarrel and is known to have been his chief advisor in dealing with 
the Donatists. During the proceedings, Hosius suggested a compromise may be reached in the form of a 
creed. When the first creed was introduced by the Arian bishops, total chaos erupted. Eusebius of 
Caesarea then suggested a creed that he had learned as a child and was accepted by Constantine. 
However, the Catholics did not see it as ending the conflict, nor was it written in such a manner that the 
Arians would be forced to deny their essential tenets. At this juncture, Constantine turned against the 
Arians whom he had previously favored and suggested that Christ should be defined as homoousios — one 
in essence with the Father. The Catholic position was gaining ground. Athanasius, brought by Bishop 
Alexander, defended the Catholic (trinitarian) position, making it clear that if Christ and the Holy Spirit 
were not of one substance with the Father, polytheism would prevail. "He conceded the difficulty at 
picturing three distinct persons in one God, but agreed that reason must bow to the mystery of the 
Trinity." 34 At this point, all but seventeen of the bishops agreed with the trinitarian viewpoint of 
Athanasius, expressing these views in the following creed, a creed that was in essence a statement of their 
anti-Arian position. 


We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible or invisible; and in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, that is, from the 
substance of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, very God from very God, begotten 
not made, of the same substance as the Father, through whom all things were made, both 
things in Heaven and things in earth; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and 
was made flesh, was made man, suffered and rose again the third day, ascended into Heaven, 
and shall come to judge the quick and the dead. And in the Holy Ghost. And those who say 
"There was a time when he was not" and "He did not exist before he was made" and "He was 
made out of nothing" or those who pretend that the Son of God is "of another hypostasis or 
substance" or "created" or "alterable" or "mutable," the Catholic Church anathematizes.?° 


By the conclusion of the council, only two bishops along with Arius refused to sign this formula and the 
council anathematized the three. Decades later, the Arians admitted they signed the creed only to please 
the emperor. Constantine upheld the trinitarian position and banished Arius and the two bishops, ordered 
all books by Arius be burned and that the concealment of such works would be punishable by death. 
Gibbon relates that soon after, Constantine discovered his sister Constantia reading the writings of Arius. 
Her faithful persuasion and explanation of the Arian viewpoint allowed Arius to return. "Constantine 
himself, after accepting the Council's decree, and banishing Arius, invited him to a personal conference 
(331), could find no heresy in him, and recommended the restoration of Arius and the Arians to their 
churches...." 36 Constantine would not fully desert the Nicene decision, more out of a necessity for his 
empire to remain united than any real understanding of the issue. He was convinced by Eusebius of 
Nicomedia, who had gained a great influence over Constantine, to restore Arius to his place in 
Alexandria. Constantine then ordered the banishment of Athanasius to Gaul in 335 AD. Even though, 
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shortly before his own death on May 22, 337 AD, Constantine was baptized an Arian Christian at the 
hands of Eusebius of Nicomedia, he never formally reversed the decisions made at the Council of Nicaea. 


What may have remained as theological questions now possessed political overtones. Due to the emperor 
presiding over ecclesiastical affairs unification between Church and state developed, which spread 
throughout the nations of the empire. It was a cautiously adopted measure, for while the Church claimed 
to stand above all states, it also remained as a servant to the state. Within this structure, the Church grew 
in wealth and power; however, the Christological controversy of 325, which had nearly undermined the 
reign of Constantine, continued long after his death. 


Like many other ancient religions — Christianity [after Nicaea] affirmed the Trinitarian 
godhead.... And what was the pagan Christian response to now having three gods: How then 
do we salvage monotheism? The orthodox [trinitarian] answer was that this is a mystery we 
are obliged to accept for the sake of our faith and our salvation.3” 


It was at this council in 325 A.D. that the Nicene formula ,— God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost — was invented and commanded to be taught as church doctrine.38 


Further questions after the Nicene were raised concerning the relation of the divine and human in Christ 
and numerous other creeds were adopted, three of which are regarded historically as having special 
priority: The Apostles Creed, The Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed. 


The original creed as adopted in 325 was more of a weapon against the Arian views of Christ for the 
purpose of consolidating the trinitarian position and thus the power of the bishops and Rome. An apparent 
enlargement of the Nicene Creed was made during the Council of Constantinople in 381 AD. The nature 
of the creed was found to be formulated at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD, and although the two, the 
Nicene Creed and the Chalcedon Creed are related in nature, the former was used solely as an answer to 
Arian heresy, while the latter was written as an absolute article of faith. Records show no real reference of 
any creedal formulae within surviving reports of the Council of Constantinople. What remains notable 
within historical evidence concerning the various creeds is that within the fourth and fifth centuries the 
Church fathers confined themselves to the ratification of the Nicene Faith, restoring the Nicene Creed as 
it's standard to combat the attacks made upon it by Arians and others. The Nicene Faith did not 
specifically denote the Nicene Creed as such, but rather the characteristic Nicene teaching found 
embodied in the creed which in its fullest essence favors the triune godhead. 


Arianism should not be looked upon as an isolated theory by its founder Arius. Its appeal, which began in 
Alexandria and spread through the whole Empire, must be seen in the context of the times. The ongoing 
struggle for a reconciliation of the various thoughts of the age reached its climax with the Arian 
controversy. It was the one view that held closest to the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles, a view that 
was detrimental to the power and prestige of the Catholic bishops. The Church thus responded with the 
First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, called by the emperor himself that brought together scriptural and 
philosophical thought to explain the trinity. The Council did triumph over Arianism but only after fifty 
years of bitter battling. 


The first three hundred years of Christian history was a raging battle between true Christianity and 
numerous heretical sects. After the Council of Nicaea, terminology problems arose between the East 


(Greek speaking) and the West (Latin). The words "He is of a different hypostasis or substance" were 
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seen by the East as being synonymous, while in the West hypostasis meant "person." The East did 
eventually distinguish between the two. Such confusion over theological terminology "points up the... 
difficulty which continued to bedevil Eastern theology and to confuse the West about the East's position." 
39 Another term that caused considerable confusion was "homoousios." It could have three different 
meanings and became a point of contention for many years. It was a word associated with heresies and 
had been originally used by the Gnostics. While the Catholic position on the Trinity would not admit of 
any Gnostic beliefs, the trinitarian position is in fact formulated upon what is considered Gnostic views. 
Gnosticism existed in many varying forms, one of which was the belief in a resurrected god-man whose 
origin is traced back to Babylon. 


Imperial involvement determined at any given time whether the Nicene position or that of Arianism 
dominated this last great controversy. Through a series of laws passed in 379 and 380, the Emperor 
Gratian prohibited Arianism in the West. In the East, after Theodosius I succeeded the Arian Valens, all 
exiled bishops were permitted to return and in 380 Theodosius outlawed Arianism. In 381 at the Council 
of Constantinople it was stated that "the faith of the 318 fathers who assembled at Nicaea in Bithyna is 
not to be made void, but should continue to be established." 4° Arianism was thus entirely defeated in both 
the East and West. 


The organization of the Church meant its survival against what was regarded as heretical sects. These 
sects became the catalyst for the organization of the Church, which enabled it to survive renewed periods 
of persecution within an ever-changing political environment. For that which it gained, also meant a loss. 
After Diocletian, the Church had found an ally in Constantine, who after the Battle of the Milvian Bridge, 
appeared to favor Christianity. Such was the beginning of Church and State that ultimately would allow 
for the "marriage" between Christian and pagan beliefs — beliefs that remained within the minds of the 
uneducated masses. 


As the Empire of Rome began to crumble, there were those who, having perpetrated this form of worship 
of a triune god, sought amidst the confusion to take full advantage of the situation. Through deceit, lies, 
bribery and ultimately the use of force against those who remained steadfast to the true teachings of Jesus 
and the Apostles — remaining outside of the doctrine of the "universal" or Catholic Church — the 


Sublime and simple theology of the primitive Christians was gradually corrupted and the 
MONARCHY of heaven, already clouded by metaphysical subtleties, was degraded by the 
introduction of a popular mythology which tended to restore the reign of polytheism.#! 


As the worship of this triune god became firmly established within church doctrine, it remained 
impossible for the common man to comprehend any realistic concept on the nature of the teachings of 
Jesus. "He did not say a word about the worship of his mother Mary in the guise of Isis, the Queen of 
Heaven. Much that is most characteristically Christian in worship and usage he ignored." #? The 
teachings of Jesus as given within scripture are clearly of a spiritual and prophetic nature, a continuation 
of what had begun with Adam, the spiritual nature of man. Although lost in the destruction of the ungodly 
by a flood, the continuity of the spiritual nature as taught by Adam would continue through the Hebrew 
prophets among a people God chose unto Himself and a promise that His Kingdom would, in the fullness 
of time, be firmly established upon the earth among all peoples and nations. The Revelation of Jesus the 
Christ did not fulfill that promise, for he came to prepare a place in God's heavenly kingdom. "My 
kingdom is not of this world.... In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you." #3 As Jesus was of the tribe of Judah, a descendant of David, he 
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could not place his Revelation within the inner chamber of the physical temple for only the high priest 
could enter the Holy of Holies. Paul, in writing of an earthly sanctuary, mentioned the temple erected by 
Moses saying, "They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly sanctuary." 44 The law enacted by Moses 
required the high priest to enter the sanctuary "on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins." 45 Jesus was the mediator of a new Covenant, designated by God a high priest: "Thou 
art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek," and thus entered the sanctuary in heaven not built by 
hands (see article “The Return of the Temple’). 

The result of the Nicene Council of 325 AD called into being by the emperor Constantine became 
incorporated into Roman law and gave Christianity organization. Such organization was of a priestly 
religion known to man for thousands of years. This newly formed religion became a political tool in the 
hands of those who saw an opportunity to gain power and wealth over a degenerated population, a 
population that had been enslaved by the great Roman Empire. The nature of Jesus as a descendant of 
David according to the flesh, and the spiritual message he gave became suppressed by the priestcraft, and 
as Christianity, under the rule of a trinitarian-pagan doctrine had become a portion of Roman law, it was 
insisted upon that all nations conform to that law. In this manner, unification of the empire would be 
maintained, for under such law the emperors not only possessed temporal authority, but under the title 
Pontifex Maximus, possessed supreme spiritual authority as well. 


This title of Supreme Pontiff as held by the emperors 
of Rome was in fact a continuation from the kings of 
Babylon. Archaeological evidence shows the existence 
of a race of people of Babylonian origin known as 
Etruscans who migrated from Asia Minor, settled in 
Italy, and ruled Rome for approximately one hundred 
years. It is unfortunate that little remains of the origin 
of Rome as most historical records were destroyed 
when the Gaul's burned Rome in 390 BC. Etruscan 
religion and art, however, give strong indications of 
early Babylonian and Egyptian origin. Maps of ancient 
Italy show an area known as Etruria, with the city of 
Rome situated at its southern border. Rome was 
originally the city of Saturn (Satan). In an earlier 
period, Rome had drunk deeply from Babylon's 
"golden cup." Before Romulus and Remus, it had a 
connection with the idolatry of Babylon through the 
apostasy of Nimrod. It is well known that the Romans 

/) a ee + wo» derived their knowledge of augury chiefly from the 

) a ar Tuscans (Etruscans), the people of Etruria, and upon 

the Capitoline hill sat the great high place of Roman 

worship, Saturnia, or the city of Saturn (Nimrod/Satan). This was the same area, which in an age past a 
temple was erected to the representative of the Babylonian messiah. From the history of Romulus onward, 
Rome had succeeded in casting off any form of image worship, and temples built to pagan gods were 
destroyed. Its close association with Etruria soon led to its revival with the most noble of youths being 
sent there to be instructed in all its sacred sciences. Long before its political union, religious practices 
became joined, and the college of Pontiffs and the Supreme Pontiff that presided over the college and 
controlled public and private religious rites, were in spirit and practice Babylonian. Thus, the Supreme 
Pontiff of Rome remained as an offshoot of the original Babylonian system, and not the true legitimate 
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representative of the pagan god. 


The true Babylonian Pontiff had his seat beyond the borders of the Roman Empire. Cyrus, King of Persia, 
had conquered Babylon in 539 BC, and being himself a Zoroastrian, which held to the belief in One God, 
expelled the pagan priesthood. "From Nimrod descended a line of priest-kings — each standing at the head 
of the occult Babylonian mystery religion. This line continued on down to the days of Belshazzar of whom 
we read in the Bible." 46 With the death of Belshazzar and the expulsion of his priests, the seat of the 
Babylonian Pontiff was at Pergamos, where for many centuries was "Satan's Throne" and was later one of 
the seven churches of Asian Minor. 


And to the angel of the church of Pergamos write; I know thy works and where thou 
dwellest even where Satan's seat is; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied 
my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain 
among you where Satan dwelleth. But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam [pagan trinity], who taught Balac to cast a 
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to 
commit fornication.4 


The King of Pergamos, Attalus III, a descendant of Babylonian pontiffs, “anticipated Roman expansion 
and social revolution by bequeathing his realm to Rome in 133 BC." #8 The powers and functions of the 
true legitimate Babylonian pontiff were once again put into practice when Julius Caesar became emperor 
and supreme civil ruler of the Romans in 63 BC. 


When Rome conquered the world, the paganism that had spread from Babylon and developed 
in various nations, was merged into the religious system of Rome. This included the idea of 
Supreme Pontiff (Pontifex Maximus). Thus Babylonian paganism, which had originally been 
carried out under the rulership of Nimrod, was united under the rulership of one man at 
Rome: Julius Caesar. It was in the year 63 BC that Julius Caesar was officially recognized as 
the "Pontifex Maximus" of the mystery religion — now established at Rome.#? 


He exercised this high office appearing "in robes of scarlet, with the crosier of Nimrod in his hand, 
wearing the mitre of Dagon and bearing the keys of Janus and Cybele." 59 


From the reign of Julius Caesar, all the emperors of Rome carried the title Pontifex Maximus until 
renounced by the Emperor Gratian. Historians disagree as to when this occurred; some saying 376 while 
others say 378. There is also a discrepancy as to when the title was revived with some claiming that 
Gratian gave the title to Damasus, Bishop of Rome, in 388. Others state that Damasus was elected to the 
position of Pontifex Maximus in 376 AD. Either way the Roman Catholic Church craftily master-minded 
within its doctrines all rites and rituals of the ancient Babylonian system, whereupon, the pagan populace, 
seeing all their ancient rites invested in their bishop, flocked into the Christian churches. 


Most of the Christians at last consented to lower their standard and a union was formed 
between Christianity and paganism. Although the worshippers of idols professed to be 
converted and united with the church, they still clung to their idolatry, only changing the 
objects of their worship to images of Jesus and even of Mary and the saints.>! 


Instead of bringing spiritual salvation and enlightenment unto man, the worship of the mythical god-man 


17 


Jesus enshrouded the true historical Jesus and the worship of the One True Invisible God into the 
obscurity of the mysteries of the ancient Babylonian religious system and thus Christianity became "the 
last great creation of the ancient pagan world." °? 


Gratian, as emperor of the West, appointed Theodosius, a supporter of the Nicene decision, emperor of the 
East, who for a short time would be the last sole ruler of the Roman Empire. In 380 AD he had issued his 
edict, supported by Gratian, that all should hold the faith that the holy Apostle Peter gave to the Romans. 
It was more clearly defined as being the faith taught by the existing bishops, Damasus of Rome, and Peter 
of Alexandria. From this point on "there was to be but one religion in the empire, and that the Christian. 
Moreover; only that form of Christianity was to exist which taught one divine essence in three hypostases, 
or, as the West would express it in supposedly similar terms, one substance in three persons." *3 

As the power of the Roman Empire began to crumble the spiritual and temporal powers of the papacy 
grew. It claimed to stand above all states, while serving the state as well. France made the papacy her 
political tool while she grew in wealth and power. The Church stooped to fraud as with the making of 
mechanical idols that cried and bled, and likewise purported dubious miracles and pious legends. It 
profited from the mythical Donation of Constantine that allegedly bequeathed Western Europe to Pope 
Sylvester I and from false decretals that forged a series of documents to give a sacred antiquity to papal 
omnipotence. 


The Papacy laid claim to being the heir to the "keys," given to Bishop Damasus, and today, remain 
emblazoned on the vestments of the Pope to represent his spiritual authority. These are the keys of Janus 
and Cybele. It was not until 431 AD that the Pope laid claim to the keys publicly, stating them to be the 
keys of Peter, the Apostle. These keys did not derive from Peter the Apostle, rather, Peter the Interpreter, 
who occupied the highest place in pagan priesthood. It was the position of this priest to explain the hidden 
mysteries, that is, those of the two divinities Janus and Cybele or Nimrod and Semiramis. He was 
sometimes called by the Greek term Hierophant, the interpreter, but in the language of the secret 
mysteries, Chaldee, his title was given to be Peter the Interpreter. The explanations of such mysteries 
were given from a book known as the Book Petroma. 


The nature of the case, and the history of the Mysteries, alike show that this book could be 
none other than the Book Pet-Roma"; that is the "Book of the Grand Interpreter.... Hermes 
was looked up to in this very character of Grand Interpreter, or "Peter-Roma".... The priest 
therefore...must have been decked not only with the keys of Peter, but with the keys of Peter- 
Roma.*4 


To the initiated pagans the Pope was merely the representative of the "Grand Interpreter" of their well- 
known ancient mysteries. Christians were therefore deceived into believing a lie, the fulfillment of what 
Paul had written to the Church in Thessalonica "...because they received not the love of the truth...." —a 
reference to their non-acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah. " And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie." 55 The people did not choose to believe that Joseph was the 
biological father of Jesus as recorded in scripture, believing in the lie that Jesus was some incarnate god, 
thus they were deceived into accepting the papacy's claim that all authority had been given unto it by 
Christ himself. 


For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men 
who by their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to 
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them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his invisible 
nature, namely his eternal power and deity [spiritual], has been clearly perceived in the 
things that have been made [physical]. So they are without excuse; for although they knew 
God they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools....56 


The groundwork established within the Council of Nicaea, which had suppressed the truth regarding the 
Messiahship of Jesus, claiming that Jesus was God Himself incarnate, contributed greatly to the grand 
design of the papacy and has given it the ignominious title as the prophet of the antichrist. 


But in his estate shall he honor the God of Forces [Nimrod].... Thus shall he do in the most 
strongholds with a strange god [a mythical god-man] whom he shall acknowledge and 
increase with glory....57 


The papacy remained throughout the ruinous Germanic invasions as the one great surviving institution. 
With the breaking up of the empire, the Greek-speaking Eastern Empire held together and the emperor at 
Constantinople remained dominant within the Church. Ecclesiastical authority was divided between the 
high bishops of Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem. The Western Empire collapsed, 
leaving it free from any real imperial control. The original Roman Empire of the Latin-speaking half was 
politically broken. They had become tools of the chiefs of the army. With the title, Pontifex Maximus held 
so long by the emperors of Rome and now held by the Pope, the papacy became the real authority in the 
west, although its supremacy was achieved with a great amount of discretion and severe trials. The 
majority of the Bishops of Rome were men of moderate abilities while a few became strong leaders to 
whom is given credit for the strengthening development of a real papacy. Innocent I (402-417) claimed 
for the Roman Church custody of apostolic tradition and, based upon the decisions of Sardica and Nicaea, 
claimed universal jurisdiction of the Roman Bishop. Leo I (440-461) emphasized the primacy of Peter 
among the Apostles and taught that what he possessed had passed on to his successor. In 502, Bishop 
Ennodius of Pavia urged that God alone could judge the Pope. While the emperor in Constantinople 
remained, in theory at least, ruler, all authority in the West was gradually invested in the papacy. 


The fifth century saw the Church in the East subjected to the state (407AD) while in the West she 
continued to strive for independence and supremacy — a supremacy that was not to be confined solely to 
religious affairs but to secular affairs as well. To the latter, the writings and teachings of Augustine gave a 
definitive stamp to Catholic theology. In his work, City of God, his attempt to explain events of recorded 
time on one universal principle given as a philosophy of history, were oftentimes contradictory. The basic 
idea of his book is presented as a tale of two cities, an earthly city, and a divine city. Augustine's 
formulation of such a concept was taken from Tyconious' doctrine of two societies, one of God and one of 
Satan. 


Mankind is divided into two sorts: such as live according to man, and such as live according 
to God. These we mystically call the "two cities" or societies, the one predestined to reign 
eternally with God, the other condemned to perpetual torment with the Devil. An actual city 
or empire need not in all aspects be confined within the Earthly City; it may do good things, 
legislate wisely, judge justly, and aid the Church; and these good actions take place, so to 
speak, within the City of God. This spiritual city again, is not identical with the Catholic 
Church; the Church too may have terrestrial interests, and its members may fall into self- 
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seeking and sin, slipping from one city into the other. Only at the Last Judgment will the two 
cities be separate and distinct.°8 


Augustine also combined philosophies from Plato — the conception of an ideal state existing somewhere 
in heaven — and St. Paul's idea of a community of saints living and dead. What is interesting here is 
Augustine's use of Tyconius' doctrine of two societies, as Tyconius was a Donatist, to which Augustine 
remained bitterly opposed. Neither the “heretics” nor the Church viewed the various rebellions of the time 
in purely theological terms. Ecclesiastical organization by the Church was to prevent a fragmentation of 
the Church by the numerous so-called heresies, doctrines contrary to definitions of the Christian creed as 
well as bringing about centralization and unity to the state. The Church, in time, ceased to preach 
toleration and thus the rebellions were viewed as being more of an ideological confrontation between 
various localities seeking independence from waning Imperial power. As the Monophysites desired to free 
Egypt and Syria from Constantinople, the Donatists hoped to free Africa from Rome. Imperial power 
remained in the hands of the "orthodox" (trinitarian) Church and thus the rebellion was viewed as being 
against both the Church and state. 


With the City of God, paganism in its outward appearance as a philosophy ceased to be. Augustine 
formulated the claim of church supremacy over the mind and state by identifying the Church with the 
"City of God." This enabled the Church to use that identification "as an ideological weapon of politics 
and [the Church] would logically deduce from Augustine's philosophy the doctrine of a theocratic state in 
which the secular powers, derived from men, would be subordinate to the spiritual power held by the 
Church and derived from God." °9 


With Augustine we see the last great rebuttal against heresy as viewed by the Orthodox Church. By this 
time in history, the general population had been well indoctrinated into the worship of a mythical god- 
man. 


Paganism survived in the moral sense, as a joyous indulgence of natural appetites; as a 
religion it remained only in the form of ancient rites and customs condoned or accepted and 
transformed by an often indulgent Church. An intimate and trustful worship of saints replaced 
the cult of the pagan gods, and satisfied the congenial polytheism of simple or poetic minds. 
Statues of Isis and Horus were renamed Mary and Jesus; the Roman Lupercalia and the feast 
of the purification of Isis became the feast of the Nativity; the Saturnalia were replaced by 
Christmas celebrations, the floralia by Pentecost, an ancient festival of the dead by All Souls" 
Day, the resurrection of Attis by the resurrection of Christ. Pagan altars were rededicated to 
Christian heroes; incense, lights, flowers, processions, vestments, hymns, which had pleased 
the people in older cults were domesticated and cleansed in the ritual of the Church; and the 
harsh slaughter of a living victim was sublimated in the spiritual sacrifice of the mass. 
While Arianism had been outlawed within the borders of the empire, it had won a victory among the 
Germanic tribes of the north. "Most of the barbarian invaders of the empire were Arian; probably because 
their simple minds found the Trinitarian position incomprehensible." © 


Perhaps we should modify the tradition that speaks of these German tribes as barbarians... 
By the fourth century they had long since adopted writing and a government of stable laws.... 
Though they lacked the civility and graces of a cultured people, they often shamed the 
Romans by their courage, hospitality, and honesty. 
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Historically the "barbarian" invaders of Rome had accepted Christianity through the efforts of a 
descendant of a Christian captive born and raised among the Goths, who lived north of the Danube. Ulfila 
(310-383 AD), appointed as their bishop by Eusebius of Nicomedia, an Arian Christian, taught the 
worship of the One True God according to the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles, to the Gothic people. 
All other tribes received their instruction from the Goths and we find nearly all the invaders of the Roman 
Empire were Arians. Only the tribes farthest removed, those of Western Germany, the Franks, and the 
Saxons, remained “pagan.” Tremendous importance is attached to these two tribes, most especially the 
Franks and, with the passing of centuries, their role in the formation of the Holy Roman Empire. 


Out of the chaos that ensued from the numerous invasions of the Germanic tribes, the Church in the West 
arose as the dominating institution in maintaining the concept of human unity. To prevent the 
fragmentation of the Church she resigned herself to such wars that would protect either the Church or the 
state. She did not hold within herself the means of force. When force became desirable for the 
achievement of her goals, however, she could call upon the secular arm to implement her will. The 
Church would greatly need her use of this secular arm to subdue the invasion of her lands as well as her 
creeds. During the mid to late sixth century, the Lombard's invaded Italy and formed a kingdom that was 
to last for nearly two centuries. The weakening of Byzantium due to the rising power and expansion of 
Islam in Asia, Africa, and Spain, coupled with the inability of Constantinople to protect the Papal States, 
led the popes to seek aid against the invading Lombard’s from outside the empire. Fearful, lest the power 
of the Papacy become subject to Lombard Kings who were Arian in faith, Pope Stephen II (752-757) 
called first upon Constantine (Copronymous) for aid. None came. Stephen then appealed to Pepin the 
Short, king of the Franks. Envisioning empire, Pepin crossed the Alps, overwhelmed Aistulf and made 
Lombardy a Frank fief, giving central Italy to the Papacy, an event known as the Donation of Pepin (756). 
History relates this donation as having confirmed the purported Donation of Constantine. No real such 
donation ever existed; rather, it remained as a false argument pertaining to the papal claim of temporal 
authority. 


Apparently it was the resentment of the German bishops, irked by this archiepiscopal 
autocracy, that generated the "False Decretals".... It was an ingenious compilation. Along 
with a mass of authentic decrees by councils or popes, it included decrees and letters that it 
attributed to pontiffs from Clement 1(91-100) to Melchiades (311-314). These early 
documents were designed to show that by the oldest traditions and practice of the Church no 
bishop might be deposed, no Church council might be convened, and no major issue might be 
decided, without the consent of the pope. Even the early pontiffs, by these evidences, had 
claimed absolute and universal authority as vicars of Christ on earth. Pope Sylvester 
(314-35) was represented as having received, in the "Donation of Constantine", full secular 
as well as religious authority over all western Europe; consequently the "Donation of Pepin" 
was but a halting restoration of stolen property. 


The Roman Empire had been a civilization of wealth and political power sustained by the enslaving of the 
mass of humanity. The social, economic, and moral structure deteriorated from within and "only very 
slowly and weakly did Christianity restore that lost sense of community and teach men to rally about the 
idea of Christendom." At its inception, Trinitarian Christianity was not something openly imposed upon 
humanity. Its early success remained within concepts that became "interwoven with the texture of their 
minds," © and regardless of the disruptions of the Arians, Paulicians, Donatists and others, Trinitarian 
Christianity became stronger and greater than anything which had preceded it. 
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The date generally given for the fall of the Roman Empire is recorded as being 476 AD. The real rulers of 
Italy were now the generals of the army and from 458 to 472, this position was held by Recimer, of either 
Suevic or Visigothic descent. Upon his death, command was taken by Orestes, who then conferred the 
imperial title to his son Romulus, nicknamed Augustulus. The Italian army, made up mostly of smaller 
Germanic tribes, revolted, and when Orestes refused their demands, they deposed of Romulus Augustulus 
and declared the Germanic general Odovaker king in 476. From this point on there would be no further 
emperor in the West until Charlemagne. 


The theory that the beast is a revived Roman Empire also fails 
within the statement given in the opening verse of the book of 
Revelation. "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 
show to his servants what must soon take place; and he made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John...." The Apostle 
John was banished to the Isle of Patmos during the persecution of 
Domitian against the Christians c. 95-96 AD. The events that he 
witnesses in these visions all remain for a future time. "Thus in its 
first word the book is avowedly Predictive. This is what it was 
written for: to unfold the Future...." © The Roman Empire was still 
in existence at the time of John. Controversy does surround the 
authorship and time of the writing of Revelation however, it is 
generally accepted that John, the Apostle was the author. Eusebius, 
writing in the 4'h century, maintains Jews and Christians were 
persecuted toward the end of Domitian’s reign. An indication of 
John as the author is shown within the words of Jesus. “For the Son 
of man is to come with his angels in the glory of the Father [second 
advent of Messiah ben David], and then he will repay every man for what he has done. Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom” (Matt. 15:27,28). John lived longer than any of the other apostles and within the visions he 
recorded would see the coming of the kingdom. 


Events that formulate the embryonic stage in the development of the “beast” as seen by Daniel and John 
occurred shortly before Charlemagne was crowned Emperor. Under the leadership of Theodoric, who 
succeeded Odovaker, the Ostrogoths invaded Italy in 489. Bringing Arian Christianity with him, 
Theodoric made Ravenna his capital in 493 and ruled from there until his death in 526. A ravaged Italy 
was once more restored to the empire, and the Ostrogothic kingdom ended through the long wars under 
the eastern emperor Justinian fought between the years 535 to 555. Italy would not remain long at peace. 
The Lombards invaded northern Italy in 566, and yet were unable to take Rome, which remained 
connected with the empire, having its seat in Constantinople. Being at such a distance, effective control 
from Constantinople remained impossible — a condition tremendously suitable to the political designs of 
the papacy and to which it would effectively take advantage of in a seemingly insignificant event in the 
eighth century. The temporal powers of the papacy are defined as having their beginning with the 
Donation of Pepin in 756 AD. This is an erroneous conclusion, for although the papacy did receive central 
Italy as a gift from Pepin II, the city of Rome and the Province of Italy had previously separated from the 
Eastern Empire. Contemporaneously with the condition of the Eastern Empire and the emergence of the 
papacy as a potentially powerful force both politically and spiritually, a still greater threat arose out of 
Arabia — the Islamic Faith. 
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The religion of Christ had hardly consolidated its victories over the pagan empire and the 
heresies when suddenly its most fervid provinces were torn from it, and with alarming 
ease....97 


In 635 they had taken Damascus and in 631 Jerusalem. Throughout the Muslim's various conquests, 
thousands of Christians converted to Islam (meaning submission to the Will of God). By 641, the 
Muslims had conquered Persia and Egypt and in the eighth century were threatening the Eastern Empire 
at Constantinople. The Emperor, Leo III, had become offended by the excesses of the Catholic Faith — 
holy relics, pictures, and statues had been turned into objects of adoration, people prostrated themselves 
before them, seeking miracles from their occult influence. He was strongly aware of the satire directed 
against the image-worshipping Christians by the Muslims, who abhorred images. As his empire was being 
threatened, strong measure had to be taken to prevent it from being conquered. Leo III called a great 
synod of Bishops and Senators and with their consent "he promulgated in 726 an edict requiring the 
complete removal of icons from the churches; representations of Christ and the Virgin were forbidden; 
and church murals were to be covered with plaster." © When the iconoclasts came into Italy where the 
pagan forms of worship never really died, the populace was against the edict and Rome drove out the 
imperial officers. Pope Gregory II anathematized the iconoclasts until finally, in 731 AD, he sent his last 
letter to Leo III, which was in effect, a letter of rebellion separating Rome from the Empire. He took the 
purple of royalty declaring all temporal authority as being invested in the papacy, basing his claim upon a 
document purported to have been signed by Constantine. His successor, Pope Gregory III, 
excommunicated Leo from the Church in the same year. 

The third beast in Daniel’s vision is a leopard. In the thirteenth chapter of Revelation, it states: 


And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bears, and its mouth was like 
a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. 


After the death of his brother Carloman II, Charlemagne became sole king in 771 AD and two years later 
went to the aid of Pope Hadrian II against the Lombard Desiderius. "Charlemagne besieged and took 
Pavia, assumed the crown of Lombardy, confirmed the Donation of Pepin, and accepted the role of 
protector of the Church in all her temporal powers." 7° This campaign was the beginning in a series of 
approximately fifty-three in which Charlemagne would wage in his efforts to trinitarianize Bavaria and 
Saxony. Having fully annexed Lombardy to a rather loosely knit western empire under the precarious rule 
of papal states in 774 AD, Charlemagne continued in his extensive efforts to convert all the Germanic 
tribes, which still held fast to Arian Christianity. In 785, Charlemagne succeeded in subduing the largest 
remaining Germanic tribe, the Saxons, giving them a choice between baptism into Pagan-Trinitarian 
Christianity or death. He "...had 4500 Saxons beheaded in one day; after which he proceeded to 
Thionville to celebrate the nativity of Christ." 7! 


The symbol of the leopard as rendered in Daniel and Revelation pertains to this unification of France by 
Charlemagne who was of the ruling tribe, the Franks. Their symbol was the panther, or pard in French, 
while the Saxons carried the banner of a lion, which is /eo. When joined together this becomes a leopard, 
forming the body of the beast. Its four heads are relative to the four major Germanic tribes that comprised 
France: Franks, Lombards, Burgundians and Saxons. Dominion was given unto it with the formation of 
the body of the Holy Roman Empire. 


While the coronation of Charlemagne advanced greatly the theory of the divine right of kings and 
strengthened the power of the papacy and its bishops, making temporal authority derive from 
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ecclesiastical conferment, it would also contribute to the further separation of Greek Christianity in the 
East from Latin Christianity in the West. 


Histories that have been taught fail to present the significance of religion within related historical events. 
Historical education thus fails to place the necessary emphasis upon those events that have or will have 
tremendous implications for all of humanity. The Revelations of God as given unto man through an 
intermediary such as Adam, Moses, Abraham, and Jesus, remain to be the very foundations of history. 


And behold, another beast, a second one like a bear. It was raised up on one side; it 
had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, "Arise, devour much 
flesh".72 


The Western and Eastern Empires, divided not only by geographical distance but by diversity of creeds as 
well, would attain to full political division within the eleventh century. The Western Empire, having 
declined into a state of degradation, shrouded in the darkness and ignorance of the ninth and tenth 
centuries, enabled the Greek Church in the East to arise to new and greater heights. They resented the 
papacy's claim of supremacy, its rejection of the Emperor for the king of the Franks and subsequent papal 
coronation of anew Roman Emperor. In 1053, Michael Cerularius, as the appointed Patriarch of 
Constantinople, closed all churches that observed the Latin ritual and excommunicated any of the clergy 
who persisted in its use. Pope Leo IX demanded "that the Patriarch recognize the supremacy of the 
popes, and branding any church that refused such recognition as 'an assembly of heretics, a conventicle 
of schismatics, a synagogue of Satan." Legates were sent to Constantinople in an effort to breach the 
divisions of East and West. No such measure was accomplished and with the death of Leo IX in 1054, the 
Legates took matters into their own hands issuing a bull excommunicating Cerularius. A council was 
convened which represented all of Eastern Christianity formally condemning the bull of the Legates, and 
"all who had helped in drawing it up, whether by their advice or even by their prayers. The schism was 
now complete." 


The power of the Byzantine state had won over to the Greek Church Bulgaria, Serbia, and Russia, which 
had become Christian in 989 AD. Vladimir (972-1015) "...married the sister of the Emperor Basil IT, and 
thereafter, till 1917, Russia, in religion, alphabet, coinage, and art was a daughter of Byzantium." 73 Since 
1917, the symbol of Russia has been the bear. 


As a spider weaving an intricately beautiful web to snare its unsuspecting prey, ancient paganistic beliefs 
had been woven within the true teachings of Jesus. The intertwining of the two had begun secretly as a 
quiet whisper, and as Christianity grew from under declining Roman Imperialism, a developing papacy 
gained greater control over the minds of men. Paganism achieved the final victory and under its new 
name of Roman Catholicism ultimately enshrouded the greater portion of humanity within an age of 
spiritual darkness. Few copies of the Bible existed in a language the common man could understand, and 
from a synod held in Toulouse in 1229, the laity were forbidden to possess the complete scriptures. The 
populace was allowed only a perverted version of scripture, the catechism, created by the papacy lest 
anyone should discern the truth. One of the more outstanding differences between this catechism and 
scripture was the omission of the second commandment: "Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or 
any likeness or anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
beneath the earth...." 74 


There were those who were learned in the ancient language and they took to a serious study of the biblical 
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message, translated its verse, and gave it to the people of different lands in their native language. One 
such individual was a man who arose within fourteenth century England, John Wycliff, the “morning star 
of the Reformation." ”> His greatest achievement was the translation of scripture from the Vulgate 
between 1382 and 1384, and from his work, the cry of reform would be heard throughout all 
Christendom. Like the later reformers, he did not view himself as being opposed to Rome. Wycliff taught 
that the scriptures were the only real laws of the church. 


The church itself is not, as the common man imagined, centered in the Pope and the 
Cardinals. It is the whole company of the elect. Its only certain head is Christ since the 
Pope may not be one of the elect. Wycliff did not reject the Papacy. The church may well 
have an earthly leader, if such a one is like Peter, and strives for the simple conditions of 
early Christianity. Such a Pope would be presumably one of the elect. But a Pope who 
grasps worldly power and is eager for taxes is presumptively non-elect and therefore 
antichrist.76 


The image of the Church had become one of worldly power and wealth. Wycliff sought only to bring the 
Church back to its original intent. 


He saw that Rome had forsaken the word of God for human tradition, he fearlessly 
accused the priesthood of having banished the Scriptures, and demanded that the Bible 
be restored to the people and that its authority be again established in the church.7’ 


The seed of the Reformation had been planted with the work of Wycliff. Although severe repression fell 
upon the people during the next century, the movement for the reform of the Church would spread across 
Europe, creating a conflict for the papacy it could have done without. Italy was economically and 
politically broken and had thus opened its door to invasion by the nations of Europe (1494-1534). In 
1519, two years after Martin Luther had nailed his thesis to the door of a Wittenberg church, exposing the 
numerous perversions of the catechism as compared to the Bible, Charles I, King of Spain, was put forth 
to be the next emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. Francis I, the King of France, felt that he was better 
suited for the position and actively sought election, placing the Pope, Leo IX in a dangerous situation. 


He would have preferred to support Francis, for he foresaw that the union of Naples, 
Spain, Germany, Austria, and the Netherlands under one head would give that ruler such 
preponderance of territory, wealth and men as would destroy the balance of power that 
had hitherto protected the Papal States.... And yet the election of Charles over papal 
opposition would alienate the new emperor precisely when his aid was vitally needed to 
suppress the Protestant revolt. Leo hesitated too long to make his influence felt: Charles I 
was chosen emperor and became Charles V. Still playing balance of power, the Pope 
offered Frances an alliance; when the King in turn hesitated, Leo abruptly signed an 
agreement with Charles (May 8,1521).78 


Such were the conditions of Italy and the papacy within the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The papacy 
would continue in its political role as overseer in the balance of power while at the same time attempting 
to suppress the religious revolt of the Reformation. It was not to succeed with either one. Pope Clement 
VII not only lost England for the Church (1531) but by the time of his death in 1534, 

Denmark, Sweden, half of Germany, and part of Switzerland had definitely broken away 
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from the Church, and Italy had submitted to a Spanish domination fatal to the free 
thought and life that had for good or evil marked the Renaissance.’9 


This period of history is most notably marked by humanity's struggle for the right to be free to believe and 
worship as they chose. England's separation from the Church of Rome during the reign of King Henry 
VIII fulfills the vision Daniel had of a lion with eagle's wings. 


The first was like a lion and had eagles wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked 
off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand upon two feet like a man; and 
the mind of a man was given to it.8° 


Within a hundred years, the people would continue their search for religious freedom, leaving their 
homeland for the promise of a New World. Thirteen colonies formed that remained subject to the King of 
England until 1776 when, with the Declaration of Independence; “its wings were plucked off...and made 
to stand as aman." The colonies declared their independence from England forming a new nation called 
the United States, adopting for its symbol the eagle. 


Historical events clearly indicate the scriptural reference as rendered in Daniel of four separate beasts to 
be none other than the four major powers of this present age — France (Franco-German Empire) as the 
Leopard; Russia, the Bear; England, the Lion; and the United States of America as the Eagle. Within the 
book of Revelation, these four separate beasts (nations) are united. "And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard, its feet were like a bear's and its mouth was like a lions mouth." ! During the months of August- 
October 1944, conferences were held at a place called Dumbarton Oaks in the District of Columbia to 
discuss tentative proposals for the United Nations organization. A year later, a conference was held in San 
Francisco to write a charter based upon the Dumbarton Oaks proposals. On August 14, 1945, the war in 
Europe ended and on October 24, 1945, the United Nations was officially established, with the United 
States, England, Russia, and France as the charter members of this organization. The four beasts of Daniel 
became one united beast as described in the book of Revelation. The United Nations was to be the 
overseer in keeping world peace; however, its history notes the failure of its purpose as it has failed to 
provide the balance for world peace. The book of Revelation thus identifies it as a black horse. "And I saw 
and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand." 8? As the "seat of the 

beast" (Revelation 16:10), it lacks the spiritual endowment necessary to spiritually unify humankind and 
thus its color is black. Its direction or authority is given unto it through the UN General Assembly 
composed of nations whose people are followers of the world's seven revealed, apostate religions: (1) 
Hindu, (2) Buddhist, (3) Zoroastrian, (4) Jewish, (5) Christian, (6) Muslim, and (7) Baha'i, and are the 
"seven heads" of the beast (Revelation 13:1). 


As evidenced throughout the ages by man's inhumanity to man, the nations have forfeited a spiritual 
birthright, replaced by the worship of pagan mythology created within the imagination of man for a 
limited earthly kingdom. The early, true Christians based their faith on the foundation of fulfilled 
prophecy, whereas Gnostic "knowledge" is received through an emotional experience. 


On the one hand it is closely bound up with revelationary experience, so that reception of 
the truth either through sacred and secret lore or through inner illumination replaces 
rational argument and theory (though this extra rational basis may then provide scope 
for independent speculation); on the other hand, being concerned with the secrets of 
salvation, "knowledge" is ...charged with performing a function in the bringing of 
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salvation.®3 


According to scripture, one must prove all things. "Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good. "84 The Council of Nicaea, through mystical experience and literal interpretation, 
created the exact reversal of what had originally been intended, suppressing the truth that Jesus the Christ 
was a male descendant of King David through his father Joseph. Out of the chaos of a fallen civilization 
the papacy arose in power, secretively and deceitfully playing upon the minds of a degraded populace for 
temporal power. Gradually it proceeded with its design for supremacy within the new Christian age, 
formulating the concept of a divinely appointed Holy Roman Empire. The papacy created a victory for 
itself when it anointed Pepin II ruler of France, king by the grace of God, a member of the Frankish tribe 
who were Trinitarian Christians. Brilliant acts of diplomacy, combined with the sword of Charlemagne, 
resulted in Gaul becoming the body of the beast — the leopard — and with the help of the Franks, the 
papacy gained the necessary military strength to openly proclaim Western Europe the Holy Roman 
Empire. Charlemagne was thus crowned Emperor in 800 AD and thereafter no man could be accepted as 
Emperor in the West without anointment by the Pope. 


Charlemagne's success in his conversion of the Germanic tribes from Arian Christianity to the pagan form 
of a triune god was due solely to the use of the sword. These tribes were subjected to the choice of both 
bowing down to the crucifix and worshipping its image or death. The crucifix, as well as all other idols 
and images of Christ, pictures, and statues alike, is the "Image of the beast." Monks of the fifth century 
introduced idol worship into Christianity by having these pictures and statues to bleed, move and speak, 
with many miracles purportedly being attributed to them, thus fulfilling the following verse in the book of 
Revelation. 


And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so that the image of the beast 
should even speak, and to cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to 
be slain.®° 


Over a million Jews, Muslims, and non-Christians, as well 
as some Protestant sects that had abolished the crucifix 
were put to death in the Holy Roman Empire and in a most 
horrid and cruel manner during the Inquisition. Strong 
willed determined men, learned in the original biblical 
script, awoke the people to the numerous perversions of 
the papacy, resulting in a revolt against papal authority 
known today as the Reformation. Its original intent had 
been merely for the cleansing of the Church, a return to the 
original humble teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 
No spirit of compromise could ever be reached and Luther, 
in breaking with the papacy, said: "Already I feel greater 
liberty in my heart, for at last I know that the pope is 
antichrist, and that his throne is that of Satan himself." 86 


In Revelation it is recorded that the woman was "arrayed 
in purple and scarlet" (secular and spiritual authority) with 
a name of mystery "Babylon the great, mother of harlots 
and of earth's abominations." 87 Each of the religions revealed by God in its inception are like a pure and 


Woman with cup from Rome, on reverse of medal 
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beautiful woman, however, when they fall into the hands of those who corrupt her, they make of her a 
harlot. The trinitarian doctrine is in fact the ancient Babylonian trinity that became inculcated within 
Christianity at the Council of Nicaea. Its accompanying incarnate god lie — Jesus as God — is that which 
has turned the pure, most blessed teachings of Jesus, into a harlot, "who is seated upon many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and with the wine of whose fornication the 
dwellers on earth have become drunk." 88 


The Protestant sects, though in protestation to Rome, have been spawned by this "mother of harlots," 
espousing the same fallacious incarnate god lie as evidenced within their creeds. Their newfound spiritual 
freedom gained through the Reformation gave birth to England as the lion, Russia as the bear, and the 
United States as the eagle. As the waters of the earth flow through the nations of the world, so too have 
the abominations of this harlot. The nations have bowed themselves in worship to a pagan trinity. A 
mythical Jesus became worshipped as God in place of the One True God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 


Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come [the kingdom of God], 
unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God... 
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work...And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him 
by his appearing and his coming [the second coming of Jesus as the Lamb, high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek]. The coming of the lawless one [mythical Jesus] by the 
activity of Satan [the twisted intellect, false interpretations] will be with all power and 
with pretended signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are to 
perish, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved....89 


The Church has done well in giving mankind a counterfeit religion rich in miracle, mystery, and myth. 
What remains within all religions today is just the form; rituals and prayer. The substance has long 
disappeared. 


Wenstrom states that the chronology in Daniel 2:34-35 and 2:44-45 “teaches that the Second Advent 
establishes Gods kingdom on earth” and further, “corresponds to what is taught in Revelation 
19:11-20:6 and Zechariah 14:1-11.” Daniel 2:34,35 states: “Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out 
without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass and silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for 
them, and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 
Wenstrom explains that “the rock striking the iron and clay feet of the statue represents Jesus Christ at 
His Second Advent striking Antichrist and his revived form of the Roman Empire with the result that it 
was destroyed. It indicates that Jesus Christ at His Second Advent will employ physical violence to 
overthrow Antichrist and his empire.” The only portion of Wenstrom’s interpretation that is correct relates 
to the “rock” and the mountain.” The rock is symbolic of Messiah ben David, the Christ. It is the same 
rock that was rolled away, “and they found the stone rolled away from the tomb” (Lk. 24:2). This means 
that the messiahship of Jesus the Christ has been removed for the Messiah must be a male descendant of 
David according to the flesh (Rom. 1:1-3) and thus, is not an incarnate god-man as taught within 
Christian theology. 
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The mountain” is a reference to the House of the Lord, God’s kingdom on earth that comes through the 
revelation of the second advent of Messiah ben David and is established by the return of Jesus as the 
Lamb. Jesus does not return as the Christ.% 


In a previous article it was shown how the prophecies for the second advent of Messiah ben David have 
been fulfilled. The book of Daniel gives the prophecies for the advent of the Suffering Messiah, the 490 
days/years. In chapter twelve, Daniel also gives the prophecies of the coming of the forerunner of the 
Messiah, the times, two times and half a time. This equals 1260 days/years, the second advent in 1290 
days/years and then the time of the appearance of the return of Jesus, high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, the 1335 days/years. 


In “The Image of Daniel Chapter Two,” Wenstrom writes: 
Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it 
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.?! 


He continues saying the “white horse rider” is a reference to Christ and further, it is not the same as the 
white horse rider in Revelation 6:2. “And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and its rider had a bow; and a 
crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.” This is not a reference to an 
antichrist. It refers to the appearance of Jesus, the high priest (Zech. 3:1-9). “White” symbolizes purity, 
meaning the pure religion of God as it appeared with the second advent of Messiah ben David. The “bow’ 
(note it says nothing about arrows) is the symbol of the Covenant. “J set my bow in the cloud and it will 
be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth” (Gen. 9:1). The “crown” is the symbol of authority 
and shows that he is Jesus, the high priest. “Jake from them silver and gold, and make a crown and set it 
on the head of Joshua [Jesus] ...the High Priest” (Zech.6:11). To go out “conquering and to conquer” 
means he exposes the mythologies and corruption of the clergy of the true teachings of Jesus the Christ 
and the new Covenant given through the revelation of the King Messiah, the glory of the father (Mark 
8:38), Baha’u’llah. “From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations” does not 
mean he “will employ physical violence to overthrow Antichrist and his empire” (Wenstrom). It is his 
explanations and commentaries that will expose the antichrist for what it is, those who worship a god- 
man, a mythical Jesus, the beast nations that were created and the corruption of the Baha’i World Faith, 
having declared the Davidic kingship had come to an end, that God violated His Own Covenant. 


’ 


Revelation 19:12 says that “His eyes are like a flame of fire” means he comes to judge those who are in 
rebellion against God’s Covenant, His Words. He exposes all the false interpretations within Christian 
theology and the worship of a god-man as well as the violation committed by the Baha’is against the 
Covenant. “And on his head are many diadems,” means the many titles used to refer to Jesus upon his 
return, the Lamb, the seventh angel, the rider on the white horse, the high priest, etc. He has a “name 
inscribed which no one knows but himself,” meaning the name given to him at birth, Leland, “the 

land” (Zech. 3:9). Le is the French word for the English word the, thus Leland is a French surname and an 
English given name. No one knew “the land” was Leland except himself. 


Daniel had seen four separate beasts, a lion with eagle’s wings, a bear, a leopard and a fourth beast that 
was dreadful and terrible. In truth, there are five beasts because Daniel sees the eagle’s wings plucked off 
and made to stand as a man. John sees this beast united and as previously noted are the United States, 
France, England, and Russia. The fourth beast (5t4) refers to Islam, described by John as the dragon. “And 
the beast that I saw was like a leopard [France], its feet were like a bear's [Russia], and its mouth was 
like a lion’s mouth [England]. And to it the dragon [Islam] gave his power and his throne and great 
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authority” (Rev. 13:2). This beast rises up “out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
diadems upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads” (Rev. 13:1). The beast is the United 
Nations brought into existence by the United States, France, England, and Russia. It is a beast because it 
is secular, lacking the “spirit” to bring about peace and unity throughout the world. The “sea” refers to all 
of God’s Revelations revealed during the Adamic cycle. The “ten horns” refers to OPEC, the Oil 
Producing Exporting Countries, formerly a part of the Ottoman Empire that came to and end in 1921. 
They then joined the United Nations. These countries are Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, 
Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, and Saudi Arabia and the “ten diadems” refer to the kings who rule over these 
nations. The “seven heads” represent the seven apostate religions that are in the world today, the Hindu, 
Buddhist, Jewish, Zoroastrian, Christian, Muslim, and Baha’i. They have a “blasphemous name” meaning 
that each and every one has become corrupt through the false interpretations of their clergy and the 
corruption of governments that came into existence through them. 


Jesus returns as the Lamb, the high priest after the order of Melchizedek to judge the nations and separate 
the sheep from the goats. He gathers “the elect,” meaning those who use their intellect and come under 
the shelter of the Covenant, which is the Tree of Life. 


God created man out of His love for us. Our life is a gift. God did not ask for our permission to be 
created. He gave us a second gift, our intellect. Again, He did not ask for our permission. He then gave us 
a third gift however, this gift has conditions. This is the gift of eternal life in God’s kingdom. God desired 
to be loved and thus we were given the freedom of choice. When we were born into this world we ate of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. In this world everything exists in opposites. There was a 
second tree, the Tree of Life and if we eat of this tree, we receive eternal life. We show our thankfulness 
and love for God by eating from this tree for love can only be made through choice. God, in His Infinite 
Wisdom and Mercy let the end be known from the beginning. Our spiritual education has been dependent 
upon the Manifestations that God has sent into the world during the Adamic cycle. This education has 
been progressive such as the grades in school. Their coming is also a test of our belief and sincerity of our 
love for God. We either choose to love God and be obedient to His Covenant and come under the shelter 
of the Tree of Life or deny God by rejecting His Promised Ones and corrupting their teachings. 


Scripture relates that the coming of the “Son of man,” the return of Jesus, would be likened unto the days 
of Noah. 


As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day when Noah entered the ark, and they did not know until the flood came and swept them 
all away, so will be the coming of the Son of man.?? 


The people did not heed the warning of Noah regarding the flood that was to come upon them, too busy 
with their lives. They remained unrepentant and heedless of Noah’s warning believing he was just a crazy 
old man. The same scenario exists in our present day, only the destruction that is soon to come is not a 
flood, but fire. “But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist have been stored up for fire, 
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.’ This destruction 1s being “kept 
until the day of judgment,” meaning people and nations are being given the opportunity to investigate the 
evidence and proof that God has provided. The true meaning of the Covenant is being given through the 
explanations and commentaries of the return of Jesus, the Lamb, high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. He warns humankind of the impending catastrophe just like the days of Noah. 
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While the world was asleep in the dust of the earth, the second advent of Messiah ben David appeared on 
earth, like a thief in the night. “Lo, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his 
garments that he may not go naked and exposed.’ A thief does not announce his presence but quietly 
slips into the house to take its treasures. The people of the world are asleep in their traditions, 
interpretations, and materialism. Those who are awake, that is, the people who recognize the proofs and 
explanations of the return of Jesus will be saved from the fiery ordeal that is now on the horizon. 


There are a number of passages in Scripture related to this fiery ordeal, which is the first wind of 
destruction. In Revelation it is written: “So the four angels were released, who had been held ready for 
the hour, the day, the month and the year to kill a third of mankind” (Rev.9:15). This first wind of 
destruction is a strategic limited nuclear war in which one-third of humankind will be killed. The war will 
be waged by the nations of the “beast,” United States, England, France, Russia, and the Islamic nations of 
the middle east. This is approximately one-third of the earth. 


And this was how I saw the horses in my vision: the riders wore breastplates the color of fire 
and of sapphire (hyacinth) and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, 
and fire and smoke and sulfur issued from their mouths. By these three plagues a third of 
mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur issuing from their mouths. For the 
power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; their tails are like serpents, with 
heads, and by means of them they wound.% 


In the book of Zechariah, it is written: 


Again, I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll! And he said to me, "What do 
you see?" I answered, "I see a flying scroll; its length is twenty cubits, and its breadth ten 
cubits." Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole 
land; for every one who steals shall be cut off henceforth according to it, and every one 
who swears falsely shall be cut off henceforth according to it. I will send it forth, says the 
Lord of Hosts, and it shall enter the house of the thief, and the house of him who swears 
falsely by my name; and it shall abide in his house and consume it, both timber and 
stones, "96 


Peter wrote that the "the heavens and earth that now exist have been stored up for fire, being kept until 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.... But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
all its works that are upon it will be burned up."9” 


These visions and warnings all relate to the first wind of destruction. The "scroll" seen by Zechariah is the 
missile that delivers the warhead; "their tails are like serpents," the missile, "with heads," the nuclear 
warhead and "consume it, both timber and stones." The colors seen when a warhead detonates are the 
color of sapphire and sulphur. In the King James version, it isn't sapphire, but jacinth, which is hyacinth, a 
brownish, reddish or orange zircon (golden) color. The three plagues are the manner in which one-third 
will be destroyed by radiation, heat and percussion. This is the “curse” that goes out over the face of the 
earth. "For every one who steals," that is the corruption of the Revelations within the numerous sects and 
denominations, "will be cut off," destroyed. "Every one who swears falsely," the clergy, theologians, 
Hands, shall be destroyed. "And it shall enter the house [churches, Mosques, Temples, etc.] of the thief, 


31 


and the house of him [clergy] who swear falsely by my name [of the Manifestations]; and it shall abide 
[explode] in his house and consume it both timber and stones." 


In the eighteenth chapter of Revelation, it speaks of Babylon the Great, a reference to Rome where we 
find the prophet of the antichrist, the residing place of the great whore of Babylon. 


For all nations have drunk the wine of her impure passion, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich with 
the wealth of her wantonness.... Render to her as she herself has rendered, and repay her 
double for her deeds; mix a double draught for her in the cup she mixed...so shall her 
plagues come in a single day, pestilence and mourning and famine and she shall be 
burned with fire; for might is the Lord God who judges her.% 


Again, this is a reference to the first wind of destruction; "her plagues come in a single day...and she 
shall be burned with fire." Zechariah writes: “And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will smite 
all the peoples that wage war against Jerusalem; their flesh shall rot while they are still on their feet, 
their eyes shall rot in their sockets, and their tongues shall rot in their mouths.” 


This first wind of destruction will be over in one hour. 


"And the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and were wanton with her, will weep and wail 
over her when they see the smoke of her burning; they will stand far off; in fear of her torment, and say, 
Alas! Alas! Thou great city, thou mighty city, Babylon! In one hour has thy judgment come." 


The very purpose of religion has been for an ever-advancing civilization and unification of all peoples and 
nations. In our age, older laws, ordinances, and beliefs need renewal to cure the ills of the world. The 
World Court, League of Nations and the United Nations have all failed because they lack the spiritual 
qualities essential for world unity and peace. Within Revelation, the United Nations is represented as a 
"black horse." "And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand...."!°° The 
United Nations mission was to keep a balance among the nations of the earth, to justly settle disputes 
between the nations. It has failed to keep its mission as it lacks the spirit and thus its color is black. 


And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was 
full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of 
heavens because of their pains and their sores and repented not of their deeds.!°! 


The United Nations is the "seat of the beast" and will be destroyed, and thousands of the inhabitants of 
New York City will perish, before the first wind of destruction. 


In the book of Isaiah, we read: "The earth shall be utterly laid waste and utterly despoiled.... The earth 
lies polluted under its inhabitants for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant."!°2 This Everlasting Covenant is the "Tree of Life," represented within the 
Kabbalah Tree and confirmed by history and scripture from the age of Adam to the present. God is indeed 
most Merciful, providing humanity with one more chance to abjure it rebellion, sending the return of 
Jesus into the world to explain the meaning of Holy writ and warn of the impending catastrophes. 
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Humanity continues to ignore God's plan for His Kingdom on earth believing it can supersede the plan of 
God with one of its own design and "Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for 
their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men left."! 


The greatness of this day is illumined by that which comes from God through His promised Ones — 
Baha'u'llah, the glory of the Father and the return of Jesus the high priest after the order of Melchizedek, 
the establisher of his Revelation. 


Mirza Husayn ‘Ali Nuri, the glory of the Father (Mark 8:38), Baha’u’llah, the King Messiah came for the 
hearts of men. “The government of the earth has been vouchsafed unto them [kings and rulers]. But the 
hearts of men He decreed unto Himself.” The revelation of Baha’w llah is the “new Jerusalem” that came 
down from heaven. “And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.” The “holy city” refers to the Law of God, that 
is, laws, ordinances, and teachings for the kingdom of God on earth. It is a real kingdom and thus it must 
have a king. God provided for this king with His Covenant unto David that he would never lack a man to 
sit upon the throne. 


The Christian clergy have no message to give to the world. Wenstrom, Lindsey, and others simply 
regurgitate the same misinterpretations and false teachings that have been handed down over the centuries 
and are leading the mass of the people to their destruction. They worship a false god, one of their own 
creation, which has its roots in ancient Babylonian paganism. Jesus said that his Words are “spirit and 
life,” but the people ignore his words. The “Christ” has returned according to prophecy bringing the 
kingdom of God on earth. The Word of God has returned within Jesus, the Lamb, high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. He establishes his father’s (Baha’u’Ilah) kingdom on earth exposing the false 
teachings of the clergy and the leaders of the Baha’i faith who violated Baha’u’llah’s Covenant. He warns 
the people of the nuclear war, the first wind of destruction, which is but a very few short years from now. 
All those who come under the shelter of the Covenant of God, the everlasting Covenant, the Tree of Life 
as explained by Jesus the Lamb will be saved. The faith of no man is dependent upon that of another. God 
gave us the gift of the intellect and in reality, if we choose not to use our intellect then we are ingrates, 
and it would have been better if we had never been born. 
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